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SUBJECT: CLUB 19 MEETING IN PORT HARCOURT 

REP: LAGOS 7183 

1. ACCORDING TO A JUNE 13 ARTICLE IN PUNCH, CLUB 19 
POLITICIANS MET IN PORT HARCOURT LAST WEEKEND IN PREPARATION 
FOR THE LIFTING OF THE BAN ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES IN 
NIGERIA. PUNCH REPORTS THAT 800 PEOPLE FROM BENDEL, 

RIVERS, CROSS RIVER, IMO AND ANAMBRA STATES ATTENDED THE 
MEETING. AMONG POLITICIANS REPORTEDLY AT THE MEETING 
WERE C.C. ONOH FROM ANAMBRA, CHIEF DENIS OSADEBAY 
OF BENDEL, GODWIN GRAHAM-DOUGLAS FROM RIVERS, M.T. MBU 
FROM CORSS RIVER, AND CHIEP ONITIRI AND CHIEF AKINBOBOLA 
FROM THE WEST. 

2. PUNCH REPORTS THAT A REPRESENTATIVE OP PORMER PRESIDENT 
UNAMDI AZIKIWE ALSO ATTENDED THE MEETING AND SPECULATES 
THAT, IP AZIKIWE DECIDES TO RETURN TO POLITICS, HE 

COULD WELL BE THE CLUB'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE IN 
1979. PUNCH NOTES THAT, AT THE PRESENT TIME, CLUB 19 
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OPERATES WITH A COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP UNDER SOLOMON D. 

LAR OF PLATEAU AND CHIEF AKINTOSILE AND CHIEF TO YE 
COKER FROM THE WEST. 

3. COMMENT: IF AZIKIWE WERE WILLING TO RUN IN '79 
UNDER THE CLUB 19 BANNER, IT WOULD SOLVE THE MAJOR 
PROBLEM THAT THE CLUB HAS OF FINDING A WIDELY ACCEPTED 
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POLITICAL LEADER TO MAKE THE CLUB'S TRANSITION EROM 
THE PATTERN OF COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP WHICH WAS USED IN 
THE CA. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WOULD NOT DO TOO MUCH 
EOR THE CLUB'S CAREEULLY CULTIVATED "NEW POLITICS " IMAGE. 
END COMMENT. 

WYMAN 
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